EVENTING

T i eight years since a Thursday
dressage ader has hild their
advantage at the close of play (see
b, pd6), But Mark Todd polnted
outin his HEH colurmn (T May) that

‘this year many riders had their best

horse drawn first and so it played out,

with Andrew Nicholson — the 12th

starter — holding cnuntil the Bitter end.

Andrew 2coned 37.8 with Nerea,
collecting five nines, Highlights
included the extended paces—a
masterclass in riding a fit horse for the
most possible marks.

“Merea's very switched on, but
knowsto be calm,” sald Andrew.
“Anebury [triple Burghley winner who
missed Badrminton afteran early-
Lindon injury] i the 207t who could go
aarty and gt & good scone, while
Nereo has towork for his marks - but
Telt he was judged fairly today."”

The judgeswere not entirelyin
agreement = while Christian Landolt
(Chand Sue Baxter (H) placed Andrew
first, David Lee (8) put him equal sixth,
Some of Davids fying-change marking
Wk Also out on & lirmb, with Andrew
garnering a seven for the first one frem
Thém bt four and 4.5 from the others.

Jock Paget was secondon Thursday
with Clifton Promise, on 412,

“That was ore of his best tests,” he

A4 HORSE & FMOUND - 14 May 2015

Nereo hang

Shid, "Ewery fool wad whine lwantsdit.”

By Friday night, Promise sat sixth,
one place behind his stablemate
Cliften Lush (40.8), returning frem
1B months aff injured.

The youngest rider, 20-year-old
German Niklas Bschorer was
Thursday's surprise sensation at his
first Badménton, scering 4 2.0 with Tam
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sontolead

An early 37.8 from Andrew Nicholson and Nereois unchallenged across the dressage days

Torm Go 3 tor eventual eighth.

“He's lki & pony inthe stable = he's
sneaky, abways undoing your zigand
Maying around,” sadd Niklas,

Flora Harris was the best Briton
Thursday with the talented but tricky
Amazing Vill, Her 43.6 gave her 13th,

“She's not a horse you can work into
theground of dominate— it's acase of

PLACINGS
AFTER
DRESSAGE
1st

Andrew Nichotson
onMerea (NZLY

2nd

Willigen Fox-Pith o0
Challi Morning (GER)

3rd

Oifver Townend on
Armada (GER)

Pictures by Peter Raga
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Thursda\r's leaders at Badminton over the years
Yiear Thursday's leaders Placing after Fridiy dressage
205 Andrew Nichatson (NIL) First
2004 [Pl TapoenKilronan (AUS) Second
2013 Burton/
IHodstein Park Leilan (AUFS) Rinth
202 [Event cancolied
201 LauraCollett/Rayel (GER) Third
2000 Futh EdigesTwo Thyme (GBR) Second
2009 Ervaly Balwiny Drivetime (GBR) Fourth
2008 Clayton FredericiesHullabor (AUS) Fifth
2007 Fredericks/Headiey Britannia (AUS)  First

having her connected and stralght,”
sadd Flora. “Andrew Fletcher, my
Gressage trainer, has.givien me skills to
train horses, not just ride tests.”

Chilli's changes

THE most anticipated test was William
Fox=Pitt's, late on Friday. But while
Chilli Morning produced some
beautiful work, he jogged coming out
of the extended walk and was late
ehind in the first two flying changes
= s£oring fours from Sue and Christian,
but a seven and eight from Dawvid.

“Mot good encught™ sakd Willam
ruetully as he took second on 39, "He's
usudlly solid in the changes, but horses
are not machines, He hasn't evenhad a
fog walking round the park, soit's
annaying e chose thie arena for his
Tirgt beeak.”

Qiliver Townend was thrilled with
Armada, who relaxed for the first time
here for third on 39.6.

“He's an akd man naw, so hopefully
he's calming down,” said Oliver.

Germany’s Ingrid Kiimke took fourth
on Horseware Hale Bob, whase only
mistakes wene in the mid-test walk
tour. He hunted a3 8 young horie, and
was distracted by hearing hounds.,

Paul Tapner was disappointed with
pathlinder Kilronan, whe was second
after dressage last year but piatfedin
thehalts for equal 2Tth, But he landed
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seventhon Badminton debutant indlan
Mill, a thorgughtred from Northern
Ireland s Scarvagh House Stud = also
responsible for Calico Joe, who slatted
Inte 12th with Andrew Micholsen,

Betting Hoy was ninth on Designer
10, whie “tried so hard™ as he is not a
natural dressaqe stas, while Asife
Clark and Viaguely North did a four-
star personal best (42.5) for 10th,

Tina Cook claimed 1ith on De Nevo
Mews, whi was distracted inwalk by
seding himself onscreen.

“I don't know why he was so vaint”
said Tina, wha trialled a double bridie
toflatter his big head and weak nech™.

(%

Heter plehod b the beit M, afe dqual 1318
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COMMENT

Carl
Hester

‘Some marks
needed correcting’

HERE were no 105 this v and fw nines,

after moe “wow dresage” awd topmarks over

the past fow vears, This four-startest LA
20057 requiines more collection than the other one
el somany top riders dropped from the tog rinks
beeanse of the flying changes,

“The firstchange, after the extended eanter, sets the
seene — riderswhocan't colleet and have awild
change here take awhile to recover.

There's almost a need fors judges supenvisory pancl
— msw hawe in parre dressage — becazse some marks
meeded correcting A late changeshos bd get a poor
ik, aclenn but boring one anaverage mark and an
expressivechange a high mark. Some late changes
gmered asevenoreight, while clean ones got 6.5,
which is rdiculous,

Micholson's risks
AMONG the top players Ancdnew Nicholson had the
richeahility factor — e took risks, sl does noross.
country, and it paidofl, William Foc-Pitte Chilli
Morming has morelightvess and De could have led
without the mistakes in the chamges, And it wos great
tosce Oliver Townend's ride Armada finally become
submissive without losing hissparkle.

Trggriad Klimbe was impassive s Horseware Hale
Bty is not the besst mmwowver, Young richers should aspine
teerminalate her softres and good position. 1 flt Jock

s slighithy undermarked on Clitton Lush, but
e b Fidth auned sith wans epuite sormething,

Titan was the best mover

I'would take Bill Levett’s Shannondale Titan asahorse
for the future. He was the best moverand his sprngy
trot, with aclear moment of suspension, desered
better marks. Ihe could bemistakie-fooe md show
better self-carringe he could score in the 20=,
something we've not seen forawhile,

“The yonrg Crerman Niklas Bachorer 8 alovely rider
aurad it v i tevsee Lowisan Ml Flonne it the 40%
with King Eider after steady improvement enchiyear.
Paul Tapnoer is atop rider — both his horses wene
between b and handand Indian Ml showed otz of
potential. Letkhope LaurmColletts Grand Manoeunme
cxury fialfill s prrormise sund s Flor s’ Annzing
VI whoshowed the bestoatline in extended trot,

“The take-home mesage? Flyingchangeslove
et s o wekooss ineventing d nesage, having
irmpromed sinee they wene finst introgueed, The placing
of themisdifficultin this test and ' ot sune if s the
st arrngemnent for it hosses, wholuve todeal with
epuite addifference between the warm-upamd
competition atmosphene. H&H
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